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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Dear Members,

2017 was another strong year for ANU Sport. With a growing membership base and a 
sound financial footing, the ANU Sport and Recreation Association looks to the future 
with confidence. The Association can be proud of its many efforts including supporting its 
affiliated clubs, delivering community programs on campus and providing facilities for our 
users.
 
The Association progressed a number of key initiatives relating to the introduction of an 
ANU Sport Scholarship, the review of the Association’s governance arrangements and 
identification of new infrastructure projects. 2018 should see the realisation of all of these 
initiatives.

This progress was achieved during a challenging time for the Association with a change 
in the position of Chief Executive. After seven years in the role, Mr Michael Brady left 
the Association in August to pursue other business opportunities. Michael played a 
significant role in transforming the Association into a financially secure and forward-looking 
organisation. The Association thanks Michael for his substantial contribution and wishes him 
all the very best.

Replacing Michael with a Chief Executive who would build on our recent success and 
address the varying challenges the Association faces was not going to be easy. I’m pleased 
to report that the ANU Sport and Recreation Council appointed Ms Katrina O’Mahony to 
the vacancy. Katrina has made an excellent start and the Council is excited about the 
Association’s future with Katrina in the Chief Executive position.

ANU Sport is strongly committed to providing high quality services and facilities to our 
Members and affiliated clubs. It is our reason for being and it is what drives the staff and 
Council of the Association on a daily basis. 

The ANU Sport and Recreation Association would also like to thank the hundreds of 
volunteers who support our clubs and allow us to provide the services that we do. Without 
your efforts, our offering would be significantly diminished.

One of the reasons the transition to the new CEO was so smooth was because of the efforts 
of the staff of the Association. Much of what they do goes unnoticed but it is their tireless 
effort which ensures our Members are supported in the way they deserve.

In closing, I would like to thank my fellow Council and Committee members for their 
contribution throughout the year. A number of long standing Council Members will not 
continue into 2018, I wish them all the very best.

David Luchetti

President

ANU Sport and Recreation Association
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TREASURER’S REPORT

Dear Members,

In 2017, the ANU Sport and Recreation Association made a loss of $139,610. This is a large 
loss, but it is largely explained by the contribution of $110,000 to a perpetual scholarship fund 
and a change in the accounting treatment of an equipment agreement with the Boat Club.  
This accounting change meant that income in 2016 was overstated by about $30,000 and 
as a result there has been an equivalent charge in the 2017 accounts. The good news is ANU 
Sport is in a strong enough financial position to absorb a one-off loss of this type due to its 
healthy balance sheet with money in the bank and low levels of debt.  

The Association received SSAF funding of $601,202 and in return provided discounts and 
subsidies to students of approximately double that value.  The additional funding that 
supports these subsidies is earned by charging higher rates for gym and facility usage to 
outside and non-student users.  The proportion of SSAF that ANU allocates to sport has 
declined steadily over the last twenty years.  Indeed, over the last five years, the percentage 
of SSAF funds allocated to sport, has decreased from 17% to 11%.  It is well understood that 
involvement in University sport is important to a large number of students for recreation, 
health, well-being and social reasons.  We need to continue to sell this message and I urge 
you all to spread the word.              
                   
ANU Sport’s Council recognises the valuable role that clubs play in providing sporting 
opportunities for members and is keen to ensure that the clubs continue to be well 
supported.  There are about 800 volunteers involved in all aspects of sport on campus and 
these are the people who are the lifeblood of the social fabric on campus.  ANU would be a 
poorer place without them.

Mick Brady left ANU Sport after more than 7 years as CEO.  His dedication and skill made the 
Association a more professional and better run organisation.  We are fortunate that Katrina 
O’Mahony has taken on the role. She has brought fresh insights and energy to the role and 
has made a great start.  I would also like to thank the ANU Sport staff for their efforts on our 
behalf.  They have a great team culture and are very dedicated to ANU Sport, often working 
above and beyond what we expect of them.  It is very rewarding to be able to work with the 
ANU Sport staff and we should all be grateful for the skill, energy and care that they bring.

Full Financial Report provided in Appendix A.  

Neil Parsons

Treasurer

ANU Sport and Recreation Association



ANU SPORT ANNUAL REPORT 2018 6

Dear Members,

2017 was a significant year for ANU Sport, and whilst the financial picture paints a deficit, 
it also reflects an investment in the future.  The inaugural ANU Sport Scholarship is an 
important milestone – providing opportunity for a talented individual to attend ANU and 
pursue excellence in both academia and sport.  It is an important step forward, supporting 
the University in attracting the most talented students and producing well rounded 
graduates.   2017 also signalled investment in other important areas.  There were substantial 
developments made to the fitness provision, with upgraded gym equipment, a refurbished 
functional training studio and improved sound equipment – all designed to enhance the 
experience for our Members.   Further, new programs including ‘Active Campus’ were 
launched in an effort to take fitness and well-being beyond the walls of our building and out 
into campus.  These initiatives have been a huge success and will continue into 2018.

In 2017, we also witnessed success on both an individual and team basis, with many of 
our athletes achieving fantastic results in their respective fields throughout the year.  22 
ANU students received Athlete Travel Grants whilst representing Australia and a further 147 
athletes attended Australian University Games (160 at the Eastern University Games) – with 
men’s hockey and mixed beach volleyball taking home coveted bronze medals.  The Boat 
Club also had a stellar year, winning gold at the reserves race at the World Championships 
in Florida and perfroming exceptionally well at the National Championships, ranking in 
Australia’s top 10 rowing clubs.   

Importantly, 2017 saw the launch of a new strategy for ANU Sport, signalling a fresh 
beginning– one that will be more closely aligned with ANU’s vision and long-term plans.   
We will work with ANU more collaboratively, focusing on our key objectives of experience, 
excellence and diversity – and providing our students and the broader community with the 
best opportunities to remain active and healthy.

We now look forward to a new chapter in 2018.  With a competitor arriving on campus in 
2019, it is imperative that ANU Sport places itself in a position of strength to sustain the 
community offering of sport on campus.  To this end, there will be a number of exciting 
changes.  Further enhancements will be made to the gym in an effort to continually improve 
the experience, and the change room facilities at the fitness centre will be completely 
renovated – providing our users with a significantly improved space.    This year, we will 
also see the South Oval Pavilion project commence, with a brand-new Pavilion opening 
its doors in 2019.  To support all of these important changes, ANU sport will also undertake 
a governance review, ensuring that the organisation’s Constitution and governance 
arrangements are reflective of who we are in 2018 – and beyond.  

With such a significant year behind us, I wanted to specifically extend my thanks to 
my predecessor, Michael Brady, whose contribution to the organisation’s growth and 
development has been unequalled.    My thanks also go to our incredibly dedicated and 
supportive Council – a group of volunteers who give up their time to guide the organisation.    
Lastly, but certainly not least, to the staff of ANU Sport – a wonderful team whose 
commitment and determination keeps the wheels turning.  I’m very much looking forward to 
sharing the 2018 journey with you.  

Katrina O’Mahony

Chief Executive Officer

ANU Sport and Recreation Association

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER REPORT
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AFL CLUB

ANUAFC, established in 1961, provides a safe, friendly and social environment for students 
and non-students to play Australian Rules Football on the ANU campus. ANUAFC fields two 
men’s teams (Seniors and Reserves) and one women’s team in the official AFL Canberra 
leagues.

Highlights

ANUAFC launched Australia’s first ever Women’s AFL Leadership Scholarship. Our inaugural 
scholarship winner was Phoebe Worth who had previously played soccer at the highest 
levels.  She was selected for her athletic and academic skills, leadership potential, and 
commitment to personal and community development. In return for studying and playing 
football at ANU, Phoebe receives a $5,000 per annum scholarship from ANUAFC, leadership 
training within and outside the club, career introductions and mentoring, and opportunities to 
represent ANUAFC as a speaker, leader and women’s advocate.

ANUAFC hosted and played finals in Division 3 and 4 of the Men’s AFL Canberra competition, 
playing semi-finals in both grades.

Achievements

•	 AFL Canberra Community Club of the Year for the third year in a row.
•	 Haydn Dobson awarded runner up Best and Fairest in 4th Grade Men’s Competition.
•	 Becky Mount, Adela Michelson, Annabel Roden and Phoebe Worth selected into AFL NSW/

ACT Joss Women’s AFL Academy.
•	 Becky Mount selected in the ACT/NSW Youth Girls Team which competed at the Northern 

Academy Series in Coffs Harbour.
•	 Caitlin Roy, Karen Short and Rebecca Jones celebrated 100 game milestones for 

ANUAFC.
•	 ANUAFC won inaugural Club Championship against Ainslie Football Club, in a clean 

sweep across all 3 grades.
•	 Men’s Reserve Grade retained the Pepper Cup from arch rivals, Harman Hogs.

Administration

President:  Caitlin Roy
Vice President:              Jennifer Church
Treasurer:  James Hancock & Heath Moore
Secretary:  James Mount
Football Manager: Matthew Cawshaw
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AIKIDO AIKI-KAI CLUB

The Aikido Club links its members to the international world of Aikido through its affiliation 
with Aiki-Kai Australia. The club focuses on beginners through participation in the ANU Sport 
program. The club trains four times a week (Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Sunday) in the 
ANU Sport Dojo.

Highlights

The club had a terrific year of training in 2017. 

•	 The January 2017 Summer School in Melbourne was particularly significant as Waiki 
Sensei, son of the current Doshu and Dojo-Cho of AikiKai headquarters, Tokyo Hombu 
dojo, was our honoured guest. Two senior club members were awarded their 6th Dan 
rank and a third member was awarded his 5th Dan rank. One of our club members tested 
and passed his Shodan grading.

•	 May 2017 TTC weekend Sydney – Hanan Janiv Shihan conducted a training weekend in 
Sydney attended by students from Sydney and Canberra. This included a kyu grading 
and one Canberra student graded to 3rd kyu.

•	 A large number of club members attended the July 2017 Winter School at Narrabeen in 
Sydney conducted by Aiki-Kai Australia’s three Shihan, including Hanan Janiv Shihan.

•	 September 2017 TTC weekend Melbourne – Ruth Treyde 6th Dan and Guy Fripp 6th Dan 
conducted a weekend training in Melbourne attended by students from Melbourne and 
Canberra.

Administration

President: Scott Seymour
Treasurer: Margaret Dinan
Secretary: John Robbins.
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AKIDO JTS CLUB

The Aikido Club, with John Turnbull Sensei is the oldest established Aikido centre in Australia. 
It was founded in 1968 by Turnbull Sensei, who was the first Australian student of Japanese 
master, Seiichi Sugano Shihan, and is the central location of the National Aikido Federation.

The club focuses on real combat applications and the development of ‘ki’, or ‘life-power’. 
Students learn strikes, throws and locks, as well as weapons usage, weapons disarming 
techniques and how to handle gangs. The cultivation of ‘ki’ is what gives practitioners the 
ability to overcome much larger attackers.

Highlights

The club had a good year both on and off the mat. We had two groups of enthusiastic 
beginners, many of whom are now club members. We also had some members from previous 
eras returning to us.

This year Turnbull Sensei continued his focus on meditation and its relation to Aikido. 
Beginners were given several sessions that focused on mindfulness meditation, including 
one of the Alexander techniques for relaxation. The other focus that Sensei reintroduced this 
year was on weapon training, especially sword training.

Off the mat, the club held several social evenings including a video night. This included 
showing rare footage of O’Sensei, the founder of Aikido, and other Aikido masters.

We celebrated Sensei’s 82nd birthday and marked the occasion with a beautiful new framed 
portrait of O’Sensei.

Administration

President: Jeremy Strasser
Treasurer: Vincent Nyugen
Secretary: Tamara Abed

Brett Stubbs demonstrating an Aikido technique for disarming a swordsman.
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2017 was a very successful year which saw membership growth and increasing student 
involvement compared to 2016. The club was also part of the trial to roll out the new online 
membership system which successfully simplified the sign-up process. The club continued 
to provide coaching, which helped to develop more players who later went on to represent 
ANU at State-level competitions and University Games on the Gold Coast.

A heavier emphasis on competitive representation was a key club focus for 2017. Coaching 
and training were provided to develop and encourage players to compete at a higher 
level.  Members’ representation spread across local, state, national and international-level 
competitions, which tested them to play in environments that differed from social weekly 
sessions offered at our club. 

Highlights

The club came away with wins at many competitions, including the ACT Interclub Challenge, 
ACT Open and ACT Closed. 

Special mention should also go to the team which came away with a comfortable victory 
over UC at the Intervarsity Challenge, with the women’s match particularly interesting to 
watch. 

The annual badminton tournament this year saw a huge growth in the number of 
participants from the wider ACT community. This was a successful attempt in popularising 
badminton, allowing ANU students to develop and receive exposure to competitive 
badminton. The tournament remains an important event and there is opportunity to expand 
in the future. 

This year, the club was unable to send away both men’s and women’s teams to compete 
at the Uni Games as the main focus of the Games shifted to raising competitiveness. The 
men’s team put a huge amount of time and effort into training prior to the competition, which 
showed in the results. The men’s team performed to the best of their ability and was able to 
come 5th out of 17 teams competing. This secured a position for ANU in the top tier of the 
Uni Games for 2018. A green and gold medal was also awarded to Anthony Joe for displaying 
high level performance and excellent sportsmanship. Valuable experience was gained, with 
both teams keen to improve for the Division 1 Uni Games in 2018.

Administration

President:    Sheehan Lim
Vice President:                Jay Cruise
Treasurer:    Dat Hoang
Student Engagement Officer:  Shaza Amran

BADMINTON CLUB
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BASKETBALL CLUB

The ANU Basketball Club was founded on 26 August 2016, then affiliated with ANU sport in 
early 2017.

2017 was a successful first year for the club with 128 members, demonstrating the potential 
this club has on campus.  From the beginning, the club has emphasized a positive, inclusive 
culture – providing students with an opportunity to exercise, make friends and play 
basketball. The club provided well organised events, which will be built upon in 2018. The 
focus for 2018 will be to create a stable governance structure so the club can continue to be 
organised and run great events into the future.

Highlights

•	 Four internal basketball competitions in 2017; a mixed competition in both semester one 
and two, and a men’s competition in both semester one and two. These competitions 
were social in nature but run professionally.

•	 3on3 tournament in semester one and semester two. They also included a 3-point 
competition and a skills competition. These tournaments were great for students with 
busy schedules.

•	 A social night in the middle of the year at the Hellenic Club. This was a great event and 
allowed members to socialize and deepen friendships away from the basketball courts.

•	 The club took a team to the EUG held in Newcastle. This was a great experience for all 
those who went. The team ended up coming 7th out of 16 teams. 

•	 Weekly training/scrimmage which was enjoyed by everyone who attended. 

•	 The club also began a representative program with games against UC and the Royal 
Military College. This program will be continued and improved in 2018. 

•	 A beginner’s program was held in semester two. Hopefully with the experience gained in 
2017, 2018 will be  a success.

Administration

President:  Noah Johnstone
Vice President:              Alec Thomas
Treasurer:  James Pepito
Secretary:  Victor Jakobsson
SEO:   Hunter Johnstone
Coach Coordinator: Sofia Samper
Referee Coordinator: Tim Hume
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The ANU Boat Club (ANUBC) grew its membership in 2017 to 183 members across all levels, 
from introductory to international. For a club that has rarely had more than 100 members at 
any time in its lifetime, this has presented challenges for resourcing sufficient volunteers, 
coaches and equipment. Consequently, the committee has taken steps to provide increased 
support for its coaches and strategies for adequately equipping the club.

Highlights

The club’s standout international performer in 2017 was Caleb Antill, who won single, double 
and quad sculling national titles, then finished 6th in the single at the World Under 23 rowing 
championships in Bulgaria.

Achievements

2017 was a strong year of competition, with ANUBC rowers competing at the World 
Championships, World Under 23 Championships, Australian, NSW and ACT Championship 
regattas, the Head of the Yarra and the Australian University Games.

Domestic competition highlights include the eleven medals won at the 2017 National 
Championships and our Australian University Games team’s three medals at Lake Wyaralong.
ANUBC won several ANU Sport and Recreation awards, including Club of the Year for 2016, a 
Peter McCullagh Achievement Award, Best ANU Team Performance of the Year, Coach of the 
Year, one Full Blue and two Half Blues.

In 2016 the club, through the support of ANU Sport, began a plan of replacing almost its 
entire fleet with new boats over three years. In 2017 it took delivery of the second instalment 
of this plan, with $99,000 of new equipment arriving. The final delivery in early 2018 will 
provide the club with a high-quality fleet of internationally competitive boats that it can 
maintain into the future.

Administration

President:  Nick Hunter
Vice President:              Adrienne McKenzie
Treasurer:  Neil Yu
Secretary:  Justine Riordan
Captain:  Tom Anglim Lagones
Vice Captain:  Jana Pretorius

BOAT CLUB
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The ANU Caving Club continued to promote and facilitate its namesake activity in 2017, 
totalling over 40 members and remaining accident-free. We conducted over 10 trips, mostly 
within the NSW region including Bungonia, Wee Jasper and Cooleman Plains. Some of our 
more intrepid members were also able to join other caving clubs further afield in locations 
such as Buchan in Victoria. Our trip leaders continued to provide training in safe and effective 
caving techniques, and several of our members are now experienced enough to lead trip 
groups on their own. We are looking forward to extending the unique opportunity of caving 
to new and returning students in 2018, while enjoying these natural underground wonders 
safely and respectfully.

Administration 

President: Wein Lau
Treasurer: Lachlan Bailey
Secretary:  Stephen Zeitlhofer

CAVING CLUB
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Under new head coach Andrew Dawson, the Cricket Club had a superb start to the season 
with all seven of the club’s teams at or near the top of their respective grades.  For the first 
time in living memory, the club had the top four grades all playing in the one-day grand 
finals, and our 2nd grade team won their final to claim the club’s first 2nd grade trophy 
since the 1987/1988 season.  This local success has served as a springboard for several of 
our players to gain representative honours: first grade players Dan Leerdam, Ben Mitchell, 
Owen Chivers, Corey Spink, Michael Ninneman, Scott Murn, Sam Groenwegan and Nick 
Groenwegan have all been selected in ACT or NSW representative sides. 

The club undertook a successful trip to Victoria University of Wellington, the capital of New 
Zealand and Canberra’s sister city, and planning has started to host a reciprocal trip at the 
start of next season.  

The club will award its first scholarship at the start of 2018, an amazing achievement that 
represents the fruition of years of tireless work by the scholarship committee and the 
generosity of all who have donated.

Administration

President:  Mark Vegano
Vice President:              Greg Badcock, Murray Radcliffe
Treasurer:  David Thomson
Secretary:  Warren Armstrong

CRICKET CLUB
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The ANU Cycling Club (ANUCC) boasts an inclusive environment for people of all abilities to 
become involved with the growing sport of cycling, whether this be commuting, mountain or 
road cycling. The club provides opportunities for members to join in on social rides, training, 
gym sessions, and racing, and encourages everyone to reach their goals no matter how 
grand or modest.

The club continued to build on its successes from 2016 by developing and implementing a 
strategic plan for the next five years. The club also developed a list of ‘focus’ events and now 
aims to field a number of competitors in these events.

The club also extended its community engagement by holding a series of bike maintenance 
events. At these events club members brought along their tools, pumps and chain lube and 
serviced bikes on campus and at Uni Lodge for a small fee. These events were incredibly 
successful and the club has been invited back to Uni Lodge for regular maintenance 
sessions. These events not only allowed the club to generate some income but has made a 
number of bikes on campus safer and more enjoyable to ride.

Highlights

The club had a positive year in both major competitive and non-competitive events in the 
ACT and interstate. Most notably, we had a number of members participate in our annual 
Easter training camp in Thredbo, the Tour of Bright and regular weekly criterium races.

Administration

President:  Lauren Bartsch

 CYCLING CLUB
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FENCING CLUB

The ANU Fencing Club had a successful year in 2017. The membership base stabilised at 
around 65 members, and 64 beginners were welcomed to the sport. The club travelled to 
multiple NSW state and regional competitions and our fencers performed extremely well at 
the national level Australian Fencing Circuit. There were 61 entrants to Australian Fencing 
Circuit events in Adelaide, Brisbane, Sydney, Melbourne and Canberra.

Our training regime made great strides with the help of our Excellence in Sport Officer, 
particularly in developing our nationally competitive fencers. New opportunities for 
structured group training on Mondays have been enthusiastically taken up, especially by the 
student members of the club while three club members were accepted into the ANU Sport 
Athlete Development Program.

Highlights

Club member Jeremy Shelley was awarded Gold and Silver medals at two national 
competitions. Cameron Smith was awarded the Silver medal in the Veteran Men’s Sabre 
at the National Fencing Championships while Grant McKay received Bronze in the Veteran 
Men’s Sabre.

Additionally, ANU fencers were selected to represent the ACT in multiple team events during 
the National Championships including Open Men’s Epee (3rd overall), Veteran Men’s Epee 
(2nd overall) and Veteran Men’s Sabre (3rd overall). This represents the Club’s best year on 
the national circuit with plans for an even better performance in 2018.

Administration

President:  Michael Cook
Vice President:              Alister Oulton
Treasurer:  Ashley Mills
Secretary:  William O’Neil



ANU SPORT ANNUAL REPORT 2018 18

ANUFC was founded in 1962 and has since grown into the largest men’s football club in the 
ACT. It has a playing membership of over 250 ANU students, alumni, university employees 
and professionals, supported by a dedicated coaching staff and committee.

We are the largest and best performing State League club in the ACT. The club was named 
the State League Club Champions for 2017 – that’s the seventh year in a row. The club was 
also awarded the Uni Challenge Cup (pre-season competition with UC).

Our off-field efforts are focused on improving match day facilities for our players with access 
to quality change rooms near our home playing fields.

Congratulations to all our players on another great season. Thanks to all of the coaches for 
their passion and dedication to the club. Thanks to all our sponsors – Hellenic Club in the City, 
Capital Clinic Physiotherapy and Silk Café in Fyshwick.

On to 2018! Vilis est sermo (talk is cheap).

Highlights

There is much to be proud about our club – we have some amazing people, we play with a 
great attitude, and we have a long history of success, which continued in 2017.

A record SEVEN League Champions for:
•	 Capital League
•	 State League 2
•	 State League 4
•	 State League 7
•	 State League 8
•	 State League 10
•	 Masters 2

And the club won a record SIX Grand Finals for:
•	 Capital League
•	 State League 2
•	 State League 7
•	 State League 10
•	 Masters 1
•	 Masters 2

Administration

President:  Pat Holloway
Vice President:              Jack Mendham
Treasurer:  Tom Sharp

FOOTBALL – MEN’S CLUB
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This year our committee continued our ongoing commitment towards consistency within the 
club. 2017 saw a new Secretary (Gabby Pidcock), Treasurer (Rin Rin Ly) and Vice President 
(Kate Holland), all of whom contributed significantly to the communication and organisational 
operations of ANUWFC. We also saw Sarah Zuiderduin (soon to be Creighton) in her last year 
as President.

The start of each new year brings a great number of new players to ANUWFC and 
coordinating and assisting players and teams can be overwhelming at times. We thank all 
players, new and old, for their willingness to offer information to those around them and 
for always making others feel welcome. We noted last year that our ‘university’ club has a 
traditionally high turnover of players and committee members, and 2017 was definitely not 
the case!! We endeavoured to bring more information to our players, coaches and committee 
to provide guidance and keep people coming back.

We were so fortunate to have six eager mentors of this fabulous sport. Chris, Greg, Simon, 
Adam, Richard, and Bundy – we couldn’t have done it without you. This year also saw our 
club partner with a new sponsor, the RUC!  With five teams entered into ACT’s State League, 
we had four teams win League Champions and our SL1s finishing as Grand Final winners, so 
an absolutely fantastic season for all! 

Administration

President:  Alice McNeill
Vice President:  Kate Holland
Treasurer:  Laura Sant’ana
Secretary:  Gabby Pidcock

FOOTBALL - WOMEN’S CLUB
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FUTSAL CLUB

ANU Futsal Club was established in 2012 with 20 members and the club has grown to 
more than 70 members in 2017. The club was formed so students can train, learn skills in a 
competitive game environment and participate in competitions. The club aims to capture all 
talents including those who are interested in social Futsal for fun and enjoyment but also to 
learn new skills.

Due to the hard work and support of our current and previous committees, our members 
and players are able to enjoy consistent futsal facilities in Canberra. In 2017 club members 
represented ANU Futsal Club to enter the Capital Futsal competition. Results were fantastic, 
with two teams finishing in second place. The club also participated in ANU Lunchtime Sport 
and Migrant and Refugee Settlement Services of the ACT (MARSS) Annual Competition 
where our teams were both the champions and runners up.

In 2017 the Futsal Club took on the responsibility of setting up teams for the Eastern 
University Games and was responsible for trials, trainings and management of the team 
representing the ANU. The women’s team had great results and players gave positive 
feedback on the overall experience.

The Futsal Club holds an annual interclub competition which is open to all ANU societies to 
join. The aim is to increase the competitiveness in our futsal games and improve the bonding 
between members and other ANU students. In 2017 the number of participating teams 
was double our expectation, with 16 teams registering to compete, either under a social or 
competitive environment. The level of competitiveness and sportsmanship among teams has 
yielded overall positive feedback for the tournament. 

Administration

President:  Julian Wong
Vice President:              Yangchen Tshoko
Treasurer:  Tarran Savage
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2017 was a year of change and renewal. President and club stalwart, Tim Banks, stood aside 
after 12 years at the end of 2016. This has allowed for a few fresh faces on the committee for 
this year. Fittingly, earlier this year Tim was awarded the Peter McCullagh Achievement Award 
recognizing his significant achievements to the ANU Hockey Club and ANU Sport.

The club entered a total of seven teams (CL2, SL1 x 2, SL2, SL3, SL4 and Midweek) and had 
around 115 registered players making up the largest men’s club in the ACT. YAY! Overall, the 
club had some mixed results. Congratulations to CL2 SL1 (2) and FMW for making the finals.

Highlights

CL2 continued to build on the success of 2016 finishing the regular season in third place 
but unfortunately could not advance from there. Michael Thompson played the hero’s role 
in the semi-final shootout win against St Pats but unfortunately the guys were outclassed 
the following week against United in the preliminary final. Thank you, Russel McCaskie, for 
agreeing to coach/manage the squad this year, we are looking forward to see what 2018 
holds for CL2.

SL1 (2) made the semi-finals after an impressive season only to be beaten by eventual 
competition premiers, Wests in the preliminary final. Congratulations on making the finals -  
hoping to go one step further in 2018.

Mid-Week continued to uphold its success as the social squad this year and while the word 
‘default’ was bantered about I know that the team worked hard for their spot in the finals.

Both SL1(1) and SL2 just missed the top four finishing in fifth position while SL3 and SL4 
ended their seasons seventh and sixth respectively but all of the teams enjoyed some 
satisfying wins throughout the season.

Finally, I would like to announce that there are serious steps being taken to enter a Capital 
League One side in the 2018 season. The club is looking forward to coming together in 2018 
for what will be a turning of the tides and restoration of ANU glory!

Administration

President:  Aaron Truman
Vice President:              Tim Banks
Treasurer:  David Delchau
Secretary:  Gavin Mackenzie

HOCKEY – MEN’S CLUB
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HOCKEY – WOMEN’S CLUB

ANUWHC fielded eight teams across six grades in 2017, with five of our teams making their 
respective finals: Capital League 1, Capital League 2, State League 1, State League 2(1) and 
State League 4. Capital League 2 was able to finish the season in style, taking home both the 
minor and major premierships. State League 1 climbed back up the ladder from ninth position 
in round seven to finish runners-up to a much stronger and more experienced Time Travellers 
team who were able to put their Grand Final experience on display.

ANUWHC continues to be well represented across representative teams, with Jessica Smith 
selected in the Canberra Strikers AHL team once again, and Dani Cribb, Jayde Della, Emma 
Lomas, Grace Ronnfeldt, Peta Sutherland and Shelley Watson joining Jess in the Strikers 
squad. Jayde Della, Grace Ronnfeldt, Annie Burgess, Lucy Jalland and Elizabeth Carter all 
represented the ACT in their respective age groups.

At Hockey ACT’s awards night in September, a number of ANUWHC players were honoured. 
Jessica Smith took out the association’s best and fairest – the Mackay Medal for 2017. 
Announced at the same presentation evening, Peta Sutherland, Shelley Watson and Jessica 
Smith were all named in Hockey ACT’s Team of the Year.

Season 2017 saw success on the field, fun off the field and a focus on ensuring the ANUWHC 
maintains its relevance to members and the broader community now and in years to come.

Administration
President:  Dani Cribb
Vice President:              Georgia Phillips
Treasurer:  Melanie Rosier
Secretary:   Emma Anschaw
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INTERHALL SPORT

2017 saw a better sense of interhall relations both between competitors and members of 
the 2017 organisation itself.  The quality of ISO sport is improving across the board, as is the 
scope and number of people who want to get involved. This is fulfilling our main objectives 
that ISO is a quality, inclusive sporting offer.

The newly added AFL 9s was a huge success and is one that hopefully we can build on 
with women in sport into the future. Various initiatives and fundraisers, although differing 
in success, were attempted throughout the year and notably aided our objectives. More of 
these in the future would be very beneficial to both ISO and the wider ANU community. 

The removal of cricket and addition of social backyard cricket is one that we felt very 
necessary. Problems with field bookings and the quality of the sport were the two significant 
factors in its removal. The introduction of barbarian style games, similar to the Rugby 7s 
grand final would further improve ISO’s offerings. 

Thank you all for your support throughout 2017, and for making my job enjoyable.

Administration
President:  Mathias Richter
Vice President:  Freya Wrigley
Treasurer:  Ollie Brown
Secretary:   Andrew McNaughton
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The ANU Judo Club provides coaching and training for the Olympic sport and martial art of 
Judo at the ANU. The club caters for those interested in competitive Judo as well as those 
who wish to take advantage of the recreational benefits.

Highlights

The club held training two times during the week with further training on Saturdays with 
the State squad. In 2017, continued improvement of club members saw ten members 
being graded and nine who attended local competitions. The club also took part in the Club 
Development Program to encourage ANU gym membership and participation in strength 
and conditioning classes. Chris, one of the club coaches, completed the International Judo 
Coaching Course at the AIS.

Achievements

As well as participation in local competitions, the club competed at the Uni Games at the 
Gold Coast at Commonwealth Games venues. Callum won silver in the Under 60kg division 
after fighting two black belts. James and Phil were the outstanding performers at local 
competition and were rewarded with gradings to brown and blue belts respectively.

Administration

President:  Peter Chung
Vice President:              Alex Akhmetov
Treasurer:  Phil Dang
Website:  anujudo.com

JUDO CLUB
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JUJUTSU CLUB

The ANU Jujutsu Club (ANUJJC) teaches traditional Jujutsu to men and women. Students 
are taught strikes, joint locks, strangulations and throws to overcome an opponent.

The club conducted two introductory courses, primarily coached by Jody Whymark. 
Semester 1 had 34 participants and Semester 2 had 25 participants.

During the year, there were a total of 45 gradings for students, along with several high level 
black belt gradings for the senior coaches.

Including instructors and visitors, there were around 90 people who trained at some time 
during the year as part of the ANUJJC.

Highlights

Three ANUJJC members (Jody Whymark, Benjamin James, and Finbar Mossel) were 
selected into the Australian Team for the 2017 World Jujitsu Championships (WJC), 
held in October 2017. They represented Australia as part of the technical demonstration 
team and won the gold medal for their demonstration. In addition to their gold medal 
winning performance, Jody and Ben were selected as officials for the individual and team 
competitions. This included becoming certified under the National Officiation Accreditation 
Scheme (administered by the Australian Sports Commission) and passing an accreditation 
exam for officials at the WJC.

ANUJJC members attended two mini-seminars and demonstrations held at the Meidokan 
Dojo in Queanbeyan, with senior coaches instructing. This was also an opportunity to get 
together socially. 

The ANUJJC Morgan Ross memorial award was presented to Benjamin James for his 
contributions to the Club in 2017.

Administration

President:  Chris Manchester
Vice President:  Melissa Holland
Treasurer:  Jennifer Muir/Ashley Martin
Secretary:  Ben James
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2017 was a great year for the club as we hosted the 42nd Australian National Kendo 
Championships at ANU Sport. Many club members volunteered and competed at the event 
and all club members were successful in their gradings, from first to fifth dan.

Our club was well represented at the Australian University Games in September, with Yosuke 
Okada winning the open individual championship for ANU. The club was very well represented 
once again at the Oceania Women’s Seminar in late May. 

Throughout the year the club was very fortunate to receive some high ranking and valued 
visitors, including Nagayama sensei and Higashi sensei over the June long weekend, and 
some regular visits from Yakov Macak sensei from the University of Melbourne. A contingent 
from UNSW led by Yuji Sano sensei joined us for a practice match before the national 
competition over Easter. The most important visit for 2017 was by Professor Miyasaka 
Masayuki sensei, one of the founders of the ANU Kendo Club.

Highlights

Darren Boyd won the Veterans championship at the 42nd Australian National Kendo 
Championships. Hao Zhang won a fighting spirit award at 2017 Korean Kumdo Championship 
& International Friendship Cup in August. Yosuke Okada won the open individual 
championship at Australian University Games.

Many demonstrations of Kendo were performed culminating in the Nara Candle Festival in 
October.

2018 looks to be an exciting year with the 40th anniversary of the club and the 15th 
anniversary of the Canberra Nara Candle Festival (and the 25th anniversary of the Canberra 
Nara sister city relationship).

Administration 

President:  Darren Boyd
Vice President:              Reika Cunningham
Treasurer:  Yu-Chun (Jane) Hung
Secretary:  Sharyn Wragg

KENDO CLUB
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The ANU Kung Fu Club is a modern, self-defence orientated martial arts club for students 
and members of the ANU Sport and Recreation Association.  We don’t train specifically 
for sporting events, although some of our members do compete at national and even 
international levels.  We have an active club membership, train almost every week of the year, 
and engage in frequent social activities as well. 

Highlights

In 2017 the club continued to recruit well among ANU students (in general) and female 
students (in particular).  This is something we want to continue doing in 2018.

Achievements

Although the club does not train for sporting events, individual members often participate 
in a range of competitions — including boxing and kickboxing events, and one of our 
instructors, Peter Jovanovic, competed in another cage match (UFC-style) in Thailand.  
The club also staged several self-defence courses during 2017, including one for the ACT 
Transgender group “A Gender Agenda”.  All of these courses were well attended and enjoyed 
some great feedback.

Administration

President:    Anreas Cristaudo
Treasurer:    Chris Bishop
Secretary:    Georgia Amos
Student Engagement Officer:  Chelsea Morgan
Committee Members:   Veronica Del Alamo, Monica Berlot

KUNG FU CLUB
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MOUNTAINEERING CLUB

2017 marked the 50th anniversary of the ANU Mountaineering Club (ANUMC). In fitting with 
the club’s long and active history, we have had a bumper year in all of our activities, capped 
off by birthday celebrations. Ninety people, including many ex-members from every year of 
the club’s history, came to Sutton Hall on the 21st October. We had six speakers (Sam Keech-
Marx, Lauren Bartsch, Mika Kontiainen, Matt Montgomery, Peter Cocker and Duncan McIntyre) 
talking on a range of topics from the club’s past and present. We finished the night dancing 
with the Paverty Bush Band.

This year, we invested in alpine touring ski gear, which saw a large amount of use. We 
increased our adventure and expedition funding, to assist club members running big and 
ambitious trips in our golden jubilee year. We funded trips to the Whitsundays, New Zealand, 
Jordan and China.

Since the 2016 AGM, the club has been active in all of our activities. Along with 303 trips, we 
have had the climbing walls open for 18 hours a week and bi-weekly kayaking on Lake Burley 
Griffin for most of the year. As is often the case, we have also faced a number of challenges, 
particularly with engaging new members and developing new trip leaders.

Administration

President:  James Baile
Vice President:              Michelle Welch
Treasurer:  Robert Hayes
Secretary:  Taya Fabijanic
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2017 was another successful year for the ANU Netball Club. The highlights were as follows:

Internal Comp
Another successful year for the internal competition. 2017 saw 12 teams of ANU Netball Club 
members play off against one another during terms 2 and 3. Competitiveness and umpiring 
ability has improved markedly from 2016 with umpires required to hold at least a C level 
badge. We will be looking to expand the competition by adding a mixed comp as we had a 
record number of registrations this year. 

External Comp
We entered two women’s teams into divisions 1 and 2 of a wider Canberra competition which 
proved a fantastic challenge for the teams. The teams trained weekly but unfortunately 
neither made it to the finals. For 2018, we’ll be looking to improve team attendance and 
become more competitive in the competition. 

Mixed Comp
We entered two mixed teams into our external competition which played against wider 
Canberra teams. The teams had players of varying abilities and was treated as a social 
competition with a focus on fitness and skill improvement. Neither teams made the finals but 
had lots of fun!

Uni Games
Our Uni Games team attended the EUG in Newcastle in 2017 where we entered one mixed 
team. This year ANU positioned 10th out of 16 teams and we look to improve on our ranking in 
2018. 

‘Net-Crawl’
The evening is always the first major event on the club’s social calendar. The night started at 
Knightsbridge and the group of 100 members and non-members were moved around various 
bars in the city. 

‘Net-Ball’
Our annual ‘Net-Ball’ was held near campus at Psychedeli. Most Valuable Player prizes were 
awarded for both our external and internal competitions. 

Thank you to the 2017 committee for your hard work throughout the year and to ANU Sport 
for your continuing support.  

Administration

President:  Ellie Doyle
Treasurer:  Lauren Skinner
Secretary:  Nicola Teasdale

NETBALL CLUB
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QUIDDITCH CLUB

2017 saw a continuation of the successes the ANU Quidditch Club has seen in recent years. 
On the back of Team Australia winning the 2016 Quidditch World Cup, the club saw an 
increased awareness of quidditch in the University community and this led to an increase in 
our member numbers. With successful fundraisers, including our ever-popular trivia night, 
the club was also able to solidify its financial position and put funds back into member 
opportunities and events.

The club’s representative team, the ANU Owls, had a successful year, going undefeated 
through the NSW season to be crowned minor premiers, improving upon their 2nd place finish 
last year. At the Australian National Championships, the Owls also improved upon previous 
results when they made it to the quarterfinals.

Highlights

The most exciting achievement this year was the Owls’ retention of the Asian Quidditch Cup. 
Hosted in Hanoi, ANU had to fight not only against teams from multiple nations but also the 
local conditions, with games being played during 40-degree weather with 100% humidity. 
The Owls were proud to retain their title as Asian Quidditch Champions.

We were also proud to see five of our members selected to represent NSW/ACT at Quidditch 
Australia’s State Shield where they walked away with a silver medal. One other ANU player 
was selected as a reserve and ANUQC veteran Danny Fox was selected as coach of the NSW 
team as well as being named as the Assistant Coach of Team Australia leading into the 2018 
World Cup.

Administration

President:   Logan Davis
Vice President:  Lukasz Sikora
Secretary:   Jamie Turbet
Treasurer:   Oscar Cozens
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The Universities Rugby Football Club ACT Inc. (‘Uni-Norths Owls ‘) is a combined club for the 
Australian National University and the University of Canberra and plays in all grades of the 
highest Canberra competition (Premier Division) including Women’s and Colts (under 20’s). 
The club has a strong history of association with the ANU, with the most recent premier 
grade grand final occurring in 1992, under the captaincy of now Brumbies forwards coach 
Laurie Fisher.

The club ranks boast current Brumbies players including Ben Alexander, David Pocock, Tom 
Banks, Kyle Godwin and Lolo Fakaosilea.

2017 saw some big changes across the club with a pre-season tour of Japan, a new club 
training facility established and the implementation of a player recovery program run in 
conjunction with the Australian Institute of Sport (AIS).

The changes along with the commitment of a highly experienced coaching team saw the 
2nd XV, Colts, and Women’s teams in the finals while the 1st XV came tantalisingly close, only 
being knocked out of finals contention in the final round of the regular season in a count 
back.

Highlights

2017 was also a year of individual highlights with recent ANU graduate and First XV Captain 
Dave Bennett Captaining a Brumbies academy side on a tour of Mauritius while Women’s first 
XV player Jasmine Meakin was selected in the Australian Women’s 7’s squad.

2018

2018 is set to be another big year for the Owls with a pre-season tour to the Gold Coast to 
include a number of trial matches against QLD Universities.

New players regardless of experience are all always welcome and are encouraged to get in 
contact with the club via the club Facebook page:

https://www.facebook.com/uninorths.owls/
info@owlsrugby.com

Administration

President:   Michael Axelsen         
Vice President (Admin): Ben McDonnell
Vice President (Rugby): John Heagney
Treasurer:   Saul Lopa
Secretary:   Stacey Delbridge 

RUGBY UNION CLUB



ANU SPORT ANNUAL REPORT 2018 32

SAILING CLUB

The ANU Sailing Club finished the 2016-17 season placing first in the Open Category in the 
2017 ACT Teams Racing Championships in February and a club crew taking third place in the 
Fast Dinghy Division at the Wallagot Lake Regatta in March. The club also sent several boats 
to compete in the Batemans Bay Regatta in April. The 2017-18 season opened with the ANU 
team placing fourth in the Australian University Games. This was a strong showing given the 
increase in competition and included the team placing second overall on the second day 
of racing. Several boats also competed in the ACT Dinghy Championships. Throughout the 
season club members continued to compete in Tuesday Twilight Racing as well as Saturday 
racing and the club experienced an increased use of its fleet of Tasers. 

At the end of the 2016-17 season, the club revised and improved its beginners’ course and 
had a corresponding increase in participants continuing to sail following their completion of 
the course. Five courses were run over the course of the year with very positive feedback 
from all participants. 

During 2017 the club purchased a second-hand Laser in very good condition and finished 
repairs on a previously purchased Sharpie making it seaworthy. These are both important 
additions to the club’s fleet. 

The club has begun reinstating a relationship with the ADFA Sailing Club with the aim of 
running joint trainings and competitions in the 2017-18 season. This will be a key asset for 
improving the club’s performance at the Australian University Games. The club has also had a 
meeting with Sailing Australia with the aim of building a relationship and better pathways for 
sailors entering university.

Administration

Commodore:  Kailas Johnson
Captain of Boats:  John McDonald
Treasurer:  Warren Fletcher
Secretary:  Lorane Gaborit
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The ANU SCUBA Club facilitates SCUBA diving for the broader ANU community. While the 
club has a base of very experienced divers, it caters for all abilities and levels of experience. 
Our aim is to provide the basis of a diving community through which Canberrans can enjoy 
Australia’s world-class marine environment, affordably and safely.

The club owns 14 complete SCUBA sets (BCDs, regs, tanks) that are available for cheap hire 
(free for students), two boats, and a compressor used to fill tanks on remote trips. Through a 
real hands-on approach, car sharing, free gear hire for students and camping, we are able to 
keep costs down and share our experience.

2017 saw fourteen dive trips organised by club members, to locations up and down the 
South Coast. In addition to our regular favourites, including Jervis Bay, Montague Island and 
Shellharbour, the club also made forays to some lessor known spots.

Several dives were made to the Lady Darling wreck, a steamer that sank in 1880 which now 
plays home to a rich variety of sea life. Our traditional Australia Day trip saw good enough 
weather to make it out to Beware Reef, an ‘off the beaten path’ site full of rich sponge 
gardens and corals. Another highlight was the extended excursion to ‘The Banks’ (Sir John 
Young Banks), a reef system close to Currarong which the club explored and added a couple 
of new spots to the GPS. 

These dives locations in particular add another advantage to diving with the club as they are 
not visited by commercial operations.

The club is run entirely by volunteers organising trips, maintaining equipment and boats, 
giving advice and undertaking all administrative tasks. Thanks go out to all who have pitched 
in this year!

Administration

President:  Charlotte Rouse
Treasurer:  Torsten Schwich
Secretary:  Michael Walker

A humpback whale seen in Jervis Bay (courtesy of T. Schwich)

SCUBA CLUB
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SNOWSPORTS CLUB

2017 was another excellent year for the ANU Snowsports Club and its members. As in 
previous years, the club held multiple on and off-snow events that all members were 
welcome to attend. This included meet and greets, inter society mixers, coast trips, and the 
two main attractions; Uni week and Snow University Games. 

At the 2017 Snow University Games, ANU competed against 20 Universities from across 
Australia at Thredbo resort in the Snowy Mountains of NSW. ANU competitors went head to 
head with other student athletes, including Olympic level competitors, and secured multiple 
medals throughout the week. The total medal tally for ANU for the week was one gold, three 
silvers and one bronze. Overall ANU came third in the points tally for female competitors. We 
were extremely proud of our achievements and of the effort put in by all club members.

Our second major trip of 2017 was Uni Week, also held at Thredbo resort. The week gave ANU 
Snowsports members a chance to get their ‘ski-legs’ back and hone their skills in preparation 
for Snow University Games. This trip also gives members a chance to ski and board with new 
friends from both ANU and UC and many other universities around Australia.

The year as a whole was a major success, and the smooth running of trips is a testament to 
the work put in by both members and the executive alike. We look forward to another great 
year in 2018 and can’t wait to get back on the slopes doing what we love. 

Administration

President:   Neal Falzarano
Vice President:  Angus Anderson
Secretary:  Lucy Price
Treasurer:   Chloe Dawson
Treasurer:   Isabella Mortimore
Social Rep:   Eleanor Corden
Social Rep:   Milo Goldacre
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SOFTBALL CLUB

The ANU Softball Club has achieved a lot in its second year! The club’s youth and small 
membership base produces a friendly, fun community that is open to all. 

In 2017, the club trained weekly under the guidance of coach, Chris Tully, with serious 
improvement being noted across the year. The girls should be particularly proud of their 
bunting, as well as basic fielding techniques. The addition of some new equipment, notably 
catcher’s gear and a pitching cage, improved both our pitcher-catcher and batting practice.

The Owls placed fourth in the Winter Social 7s competition, playing under modified softball 
rules. It was a true highlight of the year, with communication, friendship and skills all growing 
throughout the season.

Placing fourth at the Australian University Games was another huge achievement for the 
Softball Club.  After failing to field a team for the past few years, to send such a competitive 
group of girls away was a huge success and all involved are to be congratulated.

Without a sponsor this year, the softball social calendar was smaller than previously. 
However, it was great to see the team rallying around BBQs and trivia. It would be wonderful 
to see this expand next year, and there is also potential for more intervarsity matches and 
games against local teams.

2017 has been wonderful and all club members should be proud of their, and the club’s, 
growth this year. We can’t wait to see what 2018 has in store!

Administration

President:  Sophie Jones
Vice President:              Caity Price
Treasurer:  Elizabeth Whitty
Secretary:  Maddison Fisher
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At ANU Swimming, we seek to make swimming fun and accessible for the ANU Community. 
During semester, we regularly swim up to four times a week at the Canberra Olympic Pool. 
This year our members benefited from various competitions and social events. Next year 
is looking to be even better as we introduce structured coaching development, regular 
competitions and social opportunities. 

Highlights 

This year has been an exciting year for the ANU Swimming Club. In April, four members 
participated in the Coogee Beach Ocean Swim, a 2.4km swim around Wedding Cake Island. In 
May, 12 members successfully won the “1st Runner-up award” in the MS Megaswim, a 24-
hour relay style race for Multiple Sclerosis. In September, five members travelled to the Gold 
Coast to participate in the 2017 Australian Uni Games. Our women’s relay team achieved glory 
when they won four bronze and four silver. 

Our members have also enjoyed many social activities hosted by the club. Over the year we 
have held social nights at Grill’d and morning teas at Dobinsons. Our club even organised a 
weekend trip on the coast in November.
 
The future looks bright for ANU Swimming. We don’t yet have a pool on campus, however we 
are planning more regular social and competitive events, structured coaching development 
for our coaches, and better student engagement with the appointment of a new Events 
Director and Student Engagement Officer. 

Administration

President:  Edward Ryan
Treasurer:  Brandon Bodel
Secretary:  Rowan Hearne

SWIMMING CLUB
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TABLE TENNIS CLUB

2017 was a record-breaking year for the club, with record membership, attendance, and 
number of events. We took a 7-0 victory over UC in the ANU vs UC competition, held the joint 
competition with ACYA, facilitated the interhall competition, and were able to represent ANU 
at the AUG once again. For the entirety of the first semester, we were reaching capacity in 
terms of attendance. For the second semester we were never below running four tables. 

Finances are also looking very good. We have had 44 paying members this year and our 
booking expenses are approximately $1000. With the Grants funding coming through from 
ANU Sport to cover our equipment purchases we are operating at a $700 profit for the year. 
As such we should be able to afford an additional session on Thursdays even if membership 
lessens from the current year. As for Uni Games the men’s team came sixth and the women’s 
team came fourth. Yige won gold in the women’s singles. The key issue with both of our 
teams is that we lacked a very strong number two player.

Administration

President:   Alexander Bray
Treasurer:  Michael Guo
Secretary:  Ellon Tao
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In 2017 the ANU Taekwon-Do Club retained its status as one of the most popular clubs 
at ANU Sport.  Looking at the size and energy of the classes, you would never guess that 
this club was only founded in 2013.  The club’s active involvement in tournaments, live 
demonstrations, master classes, seminars and gradings saw its continued development and 
rise to success.

Highlights

Three of our members attended a Black Belt Camp at the Sunshine Coast in May.  This was a 
tremendous opportunity to train with hundreds of Black Belts from all over Australia and the 
US over an action-packed, intensive weekend!

For the third year running, our representative team achieved unbelievable outcomes at the 
National Championships in Brisbane.  Juggling studying for their final exams while their 
training intensified leading up to the tournament, our team showed incredible commitment 
to their cause and to each other, often training from 6pm until 10pm throughout the week.  
Their hard work ultimately paid off, with each team member walking away with at least 
one medal for their performance across the four individual events and team sparring.  The 
absolute highlight of the weekend was Cassandra Watt winning gold in the Women’s Black 
Belt Patterns division, one of the most competitive divisions.  Having been knocked out 
first round in the two previous years, Cassie demonstrated just how much can be achieved 
with hard work, humility and unrelenting determination – exactly how we train at the ANU 
Taekwon-Do Club. 

Administration

President:   Charlene Harris
Vice-President:  Guy Pedashenko
Treasurer:   Raina Singh

TAEKWON DO CLUB
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TENNIS CLUB

For ANU Tennis Club, 2017 was a year of strong growth. With the club based on our new 
courts at South Oval for the full 12 months, our membership grew 40% to over 170 student 
and staff members. This growth saw club sessions introduced on Wednesday nights to cater 
for more advanced players as well as beginner match play sessions on Saturday afternoons, 
so beginner players could play matches outside of our usual Sunday coaching.

A particular focus of the committee was to increase female participation within our club and 
to help this we launched a dedicated ladies’ session on Friday afternoons.

The club was once again successful in the Tennis ACT Pennant competitions, with two teams 
winning their divisions and another coming runner up. This success helped the club get 
nominated for Best ACT Tennis Club, which helped showcase the club and ANU Sport to the 
wider Canberra area.

We sent a men’s team to the Australian University Games and were represented by Rudi 
Johannes, Gauthum Shanmugasundaram, Jordan Uhr and Stefan Salvatore who managed 
to place in the top 10 at the games. The club also managed to win the annual intervarsity 
competitions against University of Canberra and ADFA.

The club would like to place on record its appreciation for club Head Coach, Dillon Hamill. The 
on-court activities of the club would not function without his effort.

We look forward to seeing all existing and prospective tennis players on the court in 2018.

Administration

President:  Min Han Yap
Vice President:              Samuel Walker
Treasurer:  Theo Andre Olivier
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TOUCH CLUB

In 2017 the ANU Bears Touch Football Club participated in various competitions including 
Lunchtime Sport, Intervarsity, Eastern University Games, and the ACT domestic competitions. 
The club aimed to facilitate members across a broad range of skill levels and maintain its 
reputation as a fun and sociable club. 

With 101 members in 2017, the club entered eight teams in the semester one lunchtime touch 
competition and five teams in the second semester. The club managed to have teams take 
away both division one titles. 

Eastern University Games saw the Bears take away two teams to Newcastle in the Men’s and 
Women’s divisions. The club had members receive upgrades on their refereeing accreditation 
at state and national tournaments, with strong representation of four players and two 
referees at Nationals.

The club entered two teams into the ACT Domestic Mixed competition, with one team 
qualifying for A grade, and the other team winning B Grade.

Highlights

ACT Domestic Competition B Grade Winners
Rebecca Beath   Vawdon Cup and NSW State Cup Grand Final Winner, Elite 8   
    Finalist

Administration

President:   Jack Van Lohuizen
Vice-President:  Zoe Zhang
Treasurer:   Teddy Johnston
Secretary:   Kirsty Dale
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2017 was an extremely successful year for ANU Ultimate. Learning from the cumulative 
experiences of the past several seasons, the club was able to implement various programs 
that resulted in significant growth in its membership and ongoing participation, notable 
improvements in members’ playing ability, and an increased level of competitiveness against 
other University clubs. 

During O-Week the club made a concerted recruitment drive targeted particularly at 
newcomers to ANU. The club’s record-high membership reflected the success of these 
strategies, which were consolidated with an extremely high level of member engagement 
and retention throughout the season.  

ANUUC also organised and ran the Eastern Ultimate Championship, a major qualifying 
event for clubs campaigning during the Australian Ultimate Championship season. This was 
a major source of revenue for the club during the year, but a major undertaking involving 
hours of organisational planning and work before, during, and after the event, as well as the 
large quantity of work done by club members volunteering during the tournament. Other 
fundraising events in 2017 included a barbeque at Officeworks, and a two-day coaching 
clinic.

ANUUC had an extremely successful competitive year in 2017.  We won our IV match against 
UC convincingly, with a final score of 14-7. We sent three teams, totalling 40 members, to a 
weekend tournament in Bathurst, giving many their first taste of an actual tournament. We 
sent two teams to EUG, which finished third and ninth respectively. We sent two teams to 
AUG, which finished fourth and ninth.

Administration

President:   Matt Daly
Treasurer:  Callum Sambridge
Secretary:  Ariel Ivanovici

ULTIMATE CLUB
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VOLLEYBALL CLUB

The ANU Volleyball Club had a very successful 2017! In the Canberra Volleyball League, the 
Premier Women won the gold in a close five set final, defeating six year reigning champions 
BVC. The Division 1 Women also took down BVC to win the gold medal for the first time since 
2012. The Division 1 men’s teams finished fourth. In the Autumn Open League, the Div B Men 
won gold with an impressive 98% set percentage, and the Spring Open League Div A men 
came 11th.

The club sent both men’s and women’s indoor teams to compete at Eastern University 
Games, and both teams played admirably well, despite the fact by mid-week a series of 
injuries had left both teams with only six players.

At the Australian University Games on the Gold Coast in September, the mixed Beach 
Volleyball team was in an open pool of 23 teams.  They played consistently well throughout 
the week and ended up bringing home the bronze medal for ANU. 

Georgia Clayden, Tessa Barbour, Tatjana Pohl, Jacqui Jones, Jamie Clayden, Tom Martin 
and Jeremy Pople were all selected to represent the Canberra Heat teams in the Australian 
Volleyball League.

Georgia Clayden and Tessa Barbour represented Australia in the U23’s Asian Championships 
in Thailand. Jamie Clayden also represented Australia in the U19s Volleyball Cornacchia World 
Cup in Italy.

The Club congratulates all the ANUVC players who represented the club at a state, national 
and international level in 2017!

Administration

President:   Laura O’Neill
Vice President:  Jonathon Kwong
Treasurer:   Lee Zhao
Secretary:   Mandy Ho

AWARD RECIPIENTS 
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Blue Awards
Stephanie Freeman – Taekwon-Do

Elizabeth Humphries – Mountain Running
David McManus – Ultimate Disc
Catherine Risbey – Taekwon-Do

Alexandra Staib – Floorball
Thomas Wicks – Dragon Boating

Sports Star of the Year
Benjamin Freeman – Open Water Swimming

Club of the Year
ANU Boat Club

Breakthrough Performance of the Year
Stephanie Freeman – Taekwon-Do

Best Individual Performance of the Year
Anthony Joe – Badminton

Best Team Performance of the Year
ANU Owls Quidditch Team

Club Athlete of the Year
Cassandra Watt – Taekwon-Do

Club Team of the Year
ANU Boat Club National Championship Rowing

Volunteer of the Year
Charlene Harris – Taekwon-Do

Coach of the Year
Daniel Fox – Quidditch

Outstanding Athlete with a Disability
Jeremy Tsuei – Athletics

Most Improved Club of the Year
ANU Cricket Club

ANU Swimming Club

Small Club of the Year
ANU Quidditch Club
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Peter McCullagh Achievement Awards
Tamika Bostock – Hockey

Rashmi Chary – Tennis
Logan Davis – Quidditch

Cara Grzeskowiak – Rowing
Charlene Harris – Taekwon-Do
Madeline Hastings – Hockey
Dean Hudson – Taekwon-Do

Benjamin James – Jujitsu
Anna McDonald – Hockey

Jill Millan – Hockey
Caitlin Roy – Australian Football
Cassandra Watt – Taekwon-Do

Jody Whymark – Jujitsu

Half Blue Awards
Clare Barcham – Ultimate Disc
Romola Davenport – Rowing

Jarrah Day – Orienteering
Sarah Edwards – Rowing

Jenna Freeman – Taekwon-Do
Emma Gillingham – Swimming
Caitlin Grange – Ultimate Disc

Anand Gupte – Hockey
Tess Henman – Softball

Sarah Johnson – Dragon Boating
Natasha Kosev – Swimming

Zihao Li – Table Tennis
Nikhil Mathai – Cricket

Jacob McNaughton – Hockey
Yosuke Okada – Kendo

Jana Pretorius – Rowing
Angus Proudfoot – Athletics

Jilly Roberts – Rowing
Abigail Ryan – Dragon Boating

Eilish Salmon – Swimming
Tanya Skinner – Shooting
Yige Wang – Table Tennis

Callum Webb – Judo
Monambi Wiya – Ultimate Disc

Grace Zhang – Swimming
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